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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF   THE 

BUILDING  DEPARTMENT 

FOR  THE  YEAR   1939. 


Boston,  February  20,  1940. 

Hon.  Maurice  J.  Tobin, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston . 
Sir, —  As  required  by  the  provisions  of  section  1, 
chapter  550,  Acts  of  1907,  and  section  24,  chapter  3, 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1925,  I  submit  herewith  a  state- 
ment concerning  the  activities  and  accomplishments  of 
the  Building  Department  during  the  year  1939,  and  list 
a  few  of  the  highlights  pertaining  to  same  which  I  am 
certain  would  be  of  interest  to  you  and  to  the  public. 

James  H.  Mooney, 

Building  Commissioner. 


THE   BUILDING   DEPARTMENT. 

Organized  October  2,  1871,  to  provide  for  the  regula- 
tion and  inspection  of  buildings,  the  more  effective  pre- 
vention of  fire,  and  the  better  preservation  of  life  and 
property.  The  department  immediately  became  a  vital 
force  in  providing  public  safety  to  the  citizens  of  Boston, 
and  from  that  time  on  has  continued  as  such. 

DIVISIONS   OF   DEPARTMENT. 

Annexed  is  a  brief  description  of  each  division  of  the 
Building  Department  and  also  tables  which  by  figures 
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and  statistics  indicate  the  work  of  the  various  divisions 
of  the  department  as  performed  during  the  year  just 
passed.  By  the  coordination,  revision  and  extension 
of  existing  systems  under  which  the  office  and  field 
forces  operate  and  through  the  willingness  of  the  person- 
nel to  cooperate  and  their  readiness  to  assume  additional 
obligations  and  burdens  as  necessary,  the  work  of  the 
department  has  been  done  in  a  thorough  and  satis- 
factory manner  and  the  demands  of  our  fellow-citizens 
for  a  faithful  and  efficient  enforcement  of  the  laws  and 
ordinances  pertaining  to  building  operations  and  public 
safety  in  the  City  of  Boston  have  been  adequately  met. 
The  understanding  of  the  personnel  of  the  department 
that  they  are  obligated  to  the  public  has,  by  increased 
morale,  since  the  change  of  administration,  caused  a 
noticeable  cordiality  between  the  public  and  the  depart- 
ment, and  so  has  enlightened  the  public  by  disseminating 
information  pertaining  to  their  personal  safety  that  such 
increased  morale  and  public  confidence  has  become  the 
cause  of  favorable  comment  by  numerous  persons  from 
all  walks  of  life,  having  business  to  do  with  the  depart- 
ment. 

Administrative  Division. 

Requirements  of  building  law  as  they  pertain  to  the 
establishment  and  recording  of  permits,  licenses,  docu- 
ments, plans,  surveys,  reports,  etc.  naturally  involve 
a  considerable  amount  of  clerical  work  and  the  function- 
ing of  the  various  divisions  composing  the  Building 
Department  is  largely  dependent  upon  the  efficiency 
of  the  clerical  personnel.  Their  constant  interest  in 
the  preparation  and  circulation  of  documents,  drawings, 
forms  and  orders,  is  such  that  their  services  are  in- 
valuable. 

Some  conception  of  the  work  in  which  the  Administra- 
tive Division  and  its  clerical  force  are  involved  can  be 
ascertained  by  a  perusal  of  the  statistics  when  it  is  known 
that  for  each  number  enumerated  there  is  an  individual 
report  filed. 

Construction  Division. 

Personnelled  by  two  Construction  Supervisors  and 
twelve  building  inspectors,  operating  practically  en- 
tirely in  the  field,  the  Construction  Division  admin- 
isters the  provisions  of  the  building  law,  excepting 
those  pertaining  to  mechanical  installations,  and  causes 
to  be  incorporated  in  structures,   the  materials  desig- 
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nated  in  drawings  previously  approved  by  the  Plan, 
Zoning  and  Egress  Divisions,  and  in  so  doing  regulates 
the  progress  of  construction  work  and  acquires  actual 
physical  protection  of  engineering  theory  to  the  extent 
of  insuring  the  conformance  to  requirements  of  law  as 
to  strength,  stresses,  strains,  loads  and  stability  of  each 
structure. 

Work  of  this  division  as  expressed  in  the  finished 
product  of  the  artisans  employed  in  the  various  branches 
and  trades  of  the  building  industry  is  the  assurance 
to  the  public  in  general  that  the  structures  which  they 
occupy,  inhabit  and  frequent  are  of  such  structural 
soundness  as  to  afford  the  protection  and  safety  defined 
by  law  and  basic  engineering  principles. 

Technically  educated  and  practically  trained  in  the 
work  of  their  chosen  field,  the  men  of  this  division  are 
qualified  to  inspect  the  physical  qualities  of  the  ma- 
terials of  many  types  now  used  in  modern  construction; 
such  as  welded  and  riveted  steel  in  its  various  struc- 
tural forms  as  used  in  buildings,  tanks,  towers,  trusses, 
etc.  Also  concrete  with  its  various  mixes  and  aggre- 
gates and  uses  for  work  above  and  below  ground,  in 
and  out  of  water,  subterranean  passages,  foundations, 
structural  columns  and  floors,  piles,  caissons,  bearing 
walls  and  piers,  etc.;  concrete  steel  reinforcing  and  its 
relation  to  concrete  in  its  use  for  compression  and  tension 
members,  for  distributing  loads  and  stresses;  also 
masonry  of  all  descriptions,  lime  stone,  granite,  brick, 
cement  and  cinder  block,  structural  gypsum  products, 
terra  cotta  and  vitreous  tiles;  also  the  composition  of 
mortars  necessary  for  use  in  the  construction  of  the 
masonry  materials  mentioned.  In  addition,  the  build- 
ing inspectors  also  regulate  and  inspect  light  and  heavy 
timber  construction  and  combinations  of  same  and 
also  the  application  of  exterior  finishes,  such  as  flash- 
ings, sidings  and  many  types  of  roofing  materials  of  all 
descriptions. 

As  every  structure  of  any  type  within  the  city  limits 
of  Boston,  except  those  owned  and  occupied  by  the 
State  and  Federal  Government,  come  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Building  Department,  to  accomplish  the 
work  of  administering  the  many  and  varied  provisions 
of  law  encumbent  upon  the  Building  Commissioner,  as 
established  by  statute,  the  area  of  the  entire  city  has 
been  divided  into  districts  and  to  each  district  is  as- 
signed an  inspector  who  in  the  performance  of  his  duties 


4 


City  Document  No.  7. 


polices  said  district  and  prevents,  to  the  extent  of  his 
ability,  violations  of  statute  requirements.  He  is  con- 
stantly on  the  alert  and  with  the  authority  granted  by 
law  to  enter  any  structure  or  premises  where  he  may 
believe  violations  of  law  exists,  has  prohibited  the 
erection  and  maintenance  of  illegally  designed  and 
constructed  structures  and  in  addition,  has,  through 
diligent  exercise  of  authority,  eliminated  many  cases 
of  structurally  unsafe  conditions,  fire  hazards  and 
illegal  occupancies,  and  by  these  acts  has  created  in  the 
eyes  of  the  public  a  mutual  respect  of  laws  designed 
wholly  for  the  protection  of  life,  limb  and  property. 

In  the  protection  of  life,  limb  and  property,  as  here- 
tofore enumerated,  the  building  inspectors  of  this 
division,  in  cooperation  with  other  departments  of  the 
City  Government,  make  examinations  and  inspections 
of  structures  and  foundations  adjacent  to  proposed 
blasting  operations;  also,  before  rehabitation  of  struc- 
tures partially  destroyed  by  fire,  cause  to  be  examined 
the  quality  of  structural  members  affected,  reporting 
if  possible  the  cause  of  said  fires  and  recommendations 
for  further  prevention  of  same. 

As  can  be  noted  in  the  attached  sheet  of  statistics, 
this  small  personnel  has  in  the  year  1939  made  35,303 
inspections  and  examinations. 


Inspections  and  Reports. 

New  buildings 
Alterations 
Existing  buildings  . 
Boilers 

Communications  acted 
Special  detail  . 
Complaints  made   . 
Specials  (accidents,  etc. 
Fires 
Finals 


on 


4,396 
17,886 

4,380 
207 
858 
917 
622 
97 
595 

5,345 

Special  examination  of  buildings  on  Huntington  avenue  because 

of  subway  construction,  20^  hours. 
Public  Works  Department,  snow  removal,  140  hours. 
Welders  tested,  twelve. 
Testing  materials,  five  hours. 
Sewer   Division,   examination  before  blasting,   approximately 

seventy-eight  hours. 
For  Housing  project,  examination  of  twenty-five  buildings. 
August  29,  special  examination  of  grandstands  for  V.  F.  W. 

parade. 
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Egress  Division. 


Broadly  speaking,  the  work  of  the  Egress  Division 
of  the  Building  Department  consists  of  the  application 
of  the  rule  of  common  sense  to  the  problem  of  removing 
persons  expeditiously  from  buildings  or  structures  in 
cases  of  emergency.  The  egress  provisions  of  the 
law  are  sometimes  specific,  but  they  are  invariably 
minimum  requirements,  and  the  demands  of  public 
safety  may  impel  the  commissioner  to  increase  the 
requirements.  The  entire  egress  law  may  be  summed 
up  in  the  wording  of  section  12  of  the  Boston  Building 
Law,  "Egress  satisfactory  to  the  commissioner,"  and 
the  courts  have  repeatedly  upheld  commissioners  in  a 
broad  interpretation  of  this  section.  We,  who  have  the 
authority  to  administer  the  building  laws  in  this  city, 
feel  that  our  present  law,  chapter  550,  of  the  Acts  of 
1907,  is  a  good  law,  and  while  it  may  seem  severe  and 
conservative  to  some,  it  works  an  injustice  on  an  ex- 
tremely small  minority. 

Boston  is  an  old  city,  and  while  we  have  kept  stride 
with  the  progress  of  other  great  cities,  we  have  not 
since  1912  extended  our  boundaries,  nor  have  we 
absorbed  any  of  the  adjacent  cities  or  towns.  A 
condition  such  as  this  naturally  limits  our  activities  to 
a  great  extent  to  the  alterations  of  existing  buildings, 
although  we  have  erected  our  share  of  new  buildings, 
too,  in  recent  years.  The  design  of  adequate  building 
exits  in  our  new  structures  presents  problems  which 
can  be  solved  without  difficulty  with  our  modern  systems 
for  calculating  exit  widths,  but  due  to  the  elementary 
planning  of  our  city  and  the  resulting  scantiness  in 
widths  of  lots  the  modern  architect  is  restrained  in  his 
designs  and  is  indeed  meagre  in  his  allocation  of  stair- 
ways. 

Theatres. —  We  have  in  this  city  at  the  present  time 
56  theatres  and  26  moving  picture  houses.  The  seating 
capacity  of  the  former  is  95,093  and  of  the  latter  18,261. 
It  has  been  estimated  by  the  theatre  interests  that 
there  are  approximately  150,000  admissions  daily  in 
our  Boston  theatres.  There  are  no  available  figures 
for  the  attendance  at  the  public  halls,  but  the  capacities 
may  give  a  clue  to  the  potential  attendance.  The 
halls  of  greater  than  400  capacity  will  accommodate 
177,156  persons  and  the  smaller  halls  will  accommodate 
80,427.     Three  large  halls  alone  (Boston  Garden,  Boston 
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Arena  and  Mechanics  Building)  will  account  for  40,000 
seats.  The  outdoor  stadia  (four  in  number)  seat 
194,547.  These  places  of  amusement  are  the  direct 
responsibility  of  the  Building  Commissioner,  and  it  is  his 
duty  to  see  that  adequate  egress  is  provided  and  main- 
tained. The  frequency  of  inspections  ordained  by  law, 
and  the  form  of  inspection  is  regulated  by  statute. 
Theatres  must  be  inspected  weekly;  halls  seating  more 
than  400  persons  must  be  inspected  monthly  (although 
the  Mayor  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Building 
Commissioner  may  suspend  the  inspections  for  not 
longer  than  six  months);  and  small  halls  of  less  than 
400  capacity  must  be  inspected  not  less  than  annually. 
Naturally  these  specific  requirements  do  not  absolve 
the  department  from  the  necessity  of  more  frequent 
inspections  should  the  public  safety  so  demand.  A 
brief  perusal  of  the  inspection  blank  will  convince 
anyone  that  the  inspection  is  intended  to  cover  every 
important  phase  of  theatre  construction  and  all  of 
the  protective  devices.  A  reasonably  thorough  and 
frequent  inspection,  following  the  prescribed  form, 
should  result  in  a  maximum  of  protection  for  the  public. 
The  inspection  must  cover  and  the  inspector  must 
report  on  the  following  items: 

Structural  condition;  facility  of  escape  of  audience; 
safety  of  the  audience;  heating  apparatus;  water 
supply;  condition  of  sprinklers;  condition  of  fire  ap- 
paratus; general  condition  of  stage,  of  the  curtain, 
lighting  apparatus;  emergency  service;  gas  piping  and 
fixtures;  general  condition  of  appliances  and  apparatus, 
and  protection  against  neighborhood  hazard. 

Since  it  is  human  nature  to  permit  any  operation 
frequently  performed  to  degenerate  into  routine,  it  has 
been  the  policy  of  the  department  to  order  a  complete 
annual  inspection  in  July  of  each  year  in  which  the 
inspector  is  compelled  to  make  a  thorough  examination 
of  the  theatre.  He  must  check  the  ventilating  shutters 
over  the  stage,  making  certain  that  the  fusible  links 
are  in  place;  the  asbestos  curtain  is  examined  for  defects 
in  fabric  or  in  operation;  the  sprinkler  system  is  checked 
as  is  the  mergency  lighting  system,  either  gas  or  electric ; 
and  in  cooperation  with  the  Fire  Department  all 
extinguishers  are  refilled,  all  fabric  drops  and  scenery 
treated  with  flameproofing  fluids,  and  fire  hoses  are 
tested.     The    manager    of    the    theatre    is    obliged    at 
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this  time  to  certify  that  the  following  very  important 
matters  have  been  attended  to  in  his  theatre: 

1.  Remove  from  all  stages,  areas  imme- 
diately beneath  the  stage,  rooms  adjoining  the 
stage  where  they  are  not  separated  by  approved 
fire  walls  and  fire  doors,  all  draperies,  drops,  equip- 
ment and  supplies  of  any  nature  that  are  not  a 
part  of,  or  necessary  to  the  current  show  that 
is  being  presented  within  that  particular  build- 
ing; except  that  there  may  be,  during  each  week, 
in  addition  to  the  properties  used  for  the  current 
show,  a  reasonable  amount  of  property  being 
assembled    for    the    coming    week's    performance. 

2.  All  fabric  drops,  borders,  wings  and  other 
properties  of  the  stage  shall  be  treated  with  an 
approved  chemical  solution  which  will  render 
them  non-flammable.  By  non-flammable  we  mean 
unable  to  support  a  flame. 

3.  All  stage  appliances  and  all  woodwork  on 
or  below  the  stage  shall  be  treated  with  a  chemical 
solution   which   will   render   them   non-flammable. 

4.  Hold  regular  fire  and  emergency  drills,  lay- 
ing particular  emphasis  on  controlling  excitement 
in  all  houses  under  the  pressure  of  an  emergency. 
Devote  sufficient  time  to  instructing  employees 
so  that  they  can  be  of  material  assistance  in  reliev- 
ing a  near  panic  or  panic  condition. 

Hospitals. —  Under  the  provisions  of  a  Special  Act 
of  1919,  every  hospital  in  the  city  must  annually  in 
April  register  with  the  Building  Department.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  Act,  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  mak- 
ing thorough  biennial  inspections  of  hospitals  since 
that  time.  Each  building  is  examined  with  reference 
to  egress  and  construction.  The  problem  is  some- 
what more  involved  than  the  usual  egress  examination, 
since  the  patients  are  invariably  incapacitated;  but 
due  consideration  is  given  to  the  number  and  arrange- 
ment of  beds  on  each  floor,  the  means  of  egress  and 
the  widths  of  fire  escapes  and  stairways;  the  location 
of  sprinkler  equipment  and  other  precautions  against 
fire.  Since  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  best  protec- 
tion in  the  world  will  be  unavailing  against  the  stupidity 
of  an  attendant,  every  effort  is  made  to  impress  upon 
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superintendents  and  others  in  authority  the  importance 
of  prevention  and  the  urgency  of  seeing  that  all  means 
of  egress  are  kept  free  and  unobstructed. 

Lodging  Houses,  Fraternity  Houses,  Homes  for  the 
Aged. —  These  classifications  represent  a  problem  to 
the  department  and  frequently  to  the  owners,  in  that 
properties  so  used  were  invariably  erected  for  one  or 
two  family  houses.  It  has  been  our  policy  to  cooperate 
with  the  owners  in  every  way  possible  while  keeping 
constantly  in  mind  the  right  of  the  occupants  to  two 
definite  and  widely  separated  means  of  egress.  We 
endeavor  to  strike  a  happy  mean  between  the  rigid 
requirements  which  would  prohibit  the  use  of  the 
property  for  such  purposes,  and  a  laxity  which  would 
endanger  the  inmates.  The  result  represents  a  com- 
promise which  enables  owners  (particularly  of  lodging 
houses)  to  derive  some  income  from  property  in  chang- 
ing, border-line  districts.  The  customary  requirement 
is  for  a  fire  escape  or  connecting  balconies  to  an  adjoining 
building  to  supplement  the  usual  single  stairway. 
Occasionally  a  smoke  door  cutting  off  a  stairway  or 
passageway  is  demanded.  More  than  this  would  be 
prohibitive. 

Hotels. —  The  hotels  of  this  city  are  examined  periodi- 
cally by  the  inspectors,  special  attention  being  given  to 
the  provisions  of  chapter  143,  section  44,  of  the  General 
Laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"The  keeper  of  a  hotel,  boarding  or  lodging  house 
or  family  hotel  containing  one  hundred  or  more  sleep- 
ing rooms,  and  being  four  or  more  stories  high,  shall 
have  therein  at  least  two  competent  watchmen,  each 
properly  assigned,  and  each  on  duty  between  the  hours 
of  nine  o'clock  at  night  and  six  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
The  keeper  of  every  hotel,  boarding  or  lodging  house 
or  family  hotel  containing  fifty  or  more  sleeping  rooms, 
but  less  than  one  hundred,  and  being  three  stories 
high,  shall  have  between  said  hours  at  least  one  com- 
petent watchman  on  duty  thereon.  In  all  such  hotels, 
lodging  houses  or  family  hotels,  the  halls,  corridors  and 
stairways  shall  be  properly  lighted  at  night,  and  a  red 
light  shall  be  kept  lighted  during  the  night  at  the  top 
and  bottom  of  each  flight  of  stairs;  and  one  or  more 
proper  alarms  or  gongs,  capable  of  being  heard  through- 
out the  house,  shall  always  remain  easy  of  access  and 
ready  for  use  in  every  such  building  to  give  to  the 
inmates   warning   of   fire.     The   keeper   of   every   such 
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hotel,  boarding,  or  lodging  house,  or  family  hotel,  shall 
keep  a  notice  descriptive  of  such  means  of  escape  con- 
spicuously posted  in  every  sleeping  room." 

Public  Safety. —  Instituted  wholly  as  a  measure  of 
protection  and  safety  to  the  public  was  an  arrangement 
whereby  inspectors  from  the  Egress  Division  of  this 
department  have,  in  addition  to  the  regular  duties 
of  inspecting  homes  for  the  aged,  lodging  houses, 
theatres,  halls,  hospitals,  fire  escapes  and  other  means 
of  egress,  been  assigned  to  night  duty  in  places  of  public 
gatherings,  such  as  Boston  Garden,  Arena,  Mechanics 
Building,  Symphony  Hall  and  in  other  structures  where 
gatherings  in  large  numbers  were  anticipated,  for  the 
express  purpose  of  making  available  to  the  public 
unobstructed  means  of  egress  and  fire  protection. 


Examinations  made  dun 

',ng  year  1989. 

Occupancy 

Total. 

Theatres           .... 

1,724 

Movies 

632 

Public  halls     .... 

917 

Lodging  houses 

543 

Homes  for  aged 

93 

Hospitals         .... 

146 

Hotels 

290 

Fire  escapes     .... 

1,003 

Complaints      .... 

9 

Fence  viewings 

27 

Law  Department  titles  . 

942 

Consultations 

1,069 

Court 

.        .                  3 

Plans  examined 

525 

Total 

7,923 

Letters  received 

797 

Police  letters   .... 

22,662 

Letters  sent     .... 

3,144 

10 
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Theatres. 


Name. 


Location. 


-d. 

Seating 
Capacity. 

21 

1,138 

20 

780 

3 

1,014 

4 

2,944 

3 

1,569 

6 

1,817 

21 

1,743 

3 

1,449 

1 

1,715 

17 

2,004 

5 

1,643 

3 

1,671 

4 

1,051 

8 

1,957 

11 

1,222 

22 

2,054 

4 

1,373 

15 

1,554 

4 

638 

14 

1,392 

3 

1,049 

3 

1,437 

2 

1,027 

3 

1,362 

12 

1,326 

19 

1,980 

5 

1,667 

3 

4,482 

14 

1,961 

5 

1,946 

3 

1,227 

18 

2,162 

3 

3,033 

3 

1,789 

3 

396 

5 

1,480 

4 

965 

20 

1,320 

Allston  Theatre 

Bellevue  Theatre 

Bijou  Theatre 

Boston  Opera  House .... 
Bowdoin  Square  Theatre 

Broadway  Theatre 

Capitol  Theatre 

Casino  Theatre 

Central  Square  Theatre. 
Codman  Square  Theatre 

Colonial  Theatre 

Columbia  Theatre 

Copley  Theatre 

Dudley  Theatre 

Egleston  Theatre 

Egyptian  Theatre 

Fenway  Theatre 

Fields  Corner  Theatre.  .  , 

Fine  Arts  Theatre 

Franklin  Park  Theatre. . 

Gayety  Theatre 

Globe  Theatre 

Hollywood  Theatre 

Howard  Athenaeum .... 

Humboldt  Theatre 

Jamaica  Theatre 

Majestic  Theatre 

Metropolitan  Theatre .  . 

Morton  Theatre 

National  Theatre 

Normandie  Theatre  .... 

Oriental  Theatre 

Orpheum  Theatre 

Paramount  Theatre  .... 
Peabody  Playhouse  .... 

Plymouth  Theatre 

Repertory  Theatre 

Rialto  Theatre 


128  Brighton  avenue 

338A  Belgrade  avenue 

543  Washington  street 

343  Huntington  avenue 

1A  Bowdoin  square 

420  West  Broadway 

1268-1270  Commonwealth  avenue 

44  Hanover  street 

36  Bennington  street 

637  Washington  street 

106  Boylston  street 

978  Washington  street 

461  Stuart  street 

2196  Washington  street 

3091  Washington  street 

326  Washington  street 

138  Massachusetts  avenue 

213  Adams  street 

80  Norway  street 

616  Blue  Hill  avenue 

659-667  Washington  street 

692  Washington  street 

34  Chelsea  street 

34  Howard  street 

147  Humboldt  avenue 

413  Centre  street 

219  Tremont  street 

272  Tremont  street 

1163  Blue  Hill  avenue 

517-541  Tremont  street 

545-547  Washington  street 

1601  Blue  Hill  avenue 

415  Washington  street 

549-555  Washington  street 

357  Charles  street 

129  Stuart  street 

264  Huntington  avenue 

709  South  street 


Building  Department. 

Theatres. —  Concluded. 
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Name. 

Location. 

Ward. 

Seating 
Capacity. 

12 
3 
3 
3 

1 

14 

5 

6 

4 

4 

13 

2 

3 

3 

4 

12 

3 

3 

1,507 

R.  K.  0.  Boston  Theatre 

R.  K.  0.  Keith's  Theatre 

614-616  Washington  street 

3,212 
2,895 

2.640 

246-270  Meridian  street 

1,716 

362  Blue  Hill  avenue 

2,061 

263-265  Tremont  street 

1,605 

710  East  Broadway 

1,498 

205-207  Massachusetts  avenue .  .  . 
175  Huntington  avenue 

3,580 

1,017 

1,872 

179  Main  street 

990 

610 

1,549 

235-243  Huntington  avenue 

270-272  Warren  street 

1,668 
1,328 

1,973 

Wilbur  Theatre 

244-250  Tremont  street 

1,227 

Total  number  of  theatres,  56. 
Moving  Picture  Houses. 


Name. 

Location. 

Ward. 

Seating 
Capacity. 

3 

5 

3 

9 
16 
18 

1 
15 
18 

8 
21 

3 
14 
10 

718 

1,058 

Hall. 

773 

749 

793 

Fairmount  Theatre  Hall 

Gem  Theatre  Hall 

17-19  Fairmount  avenue 

799 
898 

644 

Hyde  Park  Theatre  Hall 

Ideal  Theatre  Hall 

1254-1256  Hyde  Park  avenue 

530  Dudley  street 

932 
694 

694 

1,310 

726  Blue  Hill  avenue 

910 

292  Centre  street 

495 

12 
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Moving  Picture  Houses. —  Concluded. 


Name. 

Location. 

Ward. 

Seating 
Capacity. 

14 
18 
3 
3 
4 
1 
9 
3 
9 
3 
3 
5 

762 

Mattapan  Theatre  Hall 

457 

523-525  Washington  street 

1009  Washington  street 

266  Huntington  avenue 

754 

New  Cobb  Theatre  Hall 

696 
322 

Orient  Palace  Theatre  Hall 

816 

703 

365 

662 

551 

700  Washington  street 

456 

250 

Total  number  of  moving  picture  houses,  26. 
Licensed  Public  Halls  of  a  Capacity  of  400  and  Over. 


Location. 


Ward. 


Seating 
Capacity. 


Ainsley  Hall 

Aperion  Plaza  Hall 

Arcadia  Hall 

Assumption  Parish  Hall. 
Blue  Crystal  Ballroom . . 
Boston  Arena 


Boston     College     High     School 

Hall. 
Boston  Firemen's  Post  No.  94, 


Boston  Garden  Hall 

Boston  Garden  Exposition  Hall, 
Boston  Lodge  of  Elks  Hall .... 

Brooks  Hall 

Butler  Hall 

Casino  Hall 

Cathedral  Hall 

Catholic  Union  Hall 

Chez  Vous  Hall 

Chipman  Hall 

Convention  Hall 

Converse  Hall 


48  Boylston  street 

575  Warren  street 

254  Huntington  avenue. 

390  Sumner  street 

5  Ruggles  street 

238  St.  Botolph  street.  .. 

James  street 

613-615  Columbia  road . 
76-122  Causeway  street. 
160  Causeway  street.  .  .  . 
177  Huntington  avenue. 

139  Dudley  street 

1095  Tremont  street. . . . 
133  Shawmut  avenue. . . . 
70  Union  Park  street. . . . 
1682  Washington  street. 

11-15  Rhodes  street 

82  Tremont  street 

46  St.  Botolph  street. . .  . 
82  Tremont  street 


508 
950 
666 
756 
596 
*10,096 

1,500 

585 

*19,092 

3,500 
495 
431 
569 
650 
799 
401 

1,000 
490 

1,087 

2,493 


*  Standees  included. 


Building  Department.  13 

Licensed  Public  Halls  of  a  Capacity  of  400  and  Over. —  Continued. 


Name. 


Location. 


Ward. 


Seating 
Capacity. 


Copley-Plaza  Ballroom 

Copley-Plaza  Swiss  Room 

Corinthian  Hall 

Crystal  Ballroom 

Dahlgren  Hall,  Lower 

Dahlgren  Hall,  Upper 

Dorchester  Manor  Hall 

Dorchester  Plaza  Hall 

Dudley    Street    Opera     House 
Hall. 

Egleston  Gardens  Hall 

Eliot  Hall 

Empire  Ballroom 

Exhibition  Hall 

Fenway  Park 

Fitton  Hall 

Ford  Hall 

Francis  G.  Kane  Post  Hall 

Franklin  Union  Hall 

Gate  of  Heaven  Parish  Hall.  .  .  . 

George  W.  Brown  Hall 

German  Educational  Hall 

German  Workingmen's  Hall. .  .  , 

Glenville  Hall 

Greenwood  Church  Community 
House  Hall. 

Harvard  Stadium 

Hibernian  Hall 

Hibernian  Hall 

Highland  Hall 

Historic  Hall 

Horticultural  Hall 

Hotel  Bradford  Ballroom 

Hotel  Bradford  Salon 

Hotel  Brunswick  Casino  Hall. . 

Hotel  Ritz-Carlton  Dining  Hall, 

Hotel  Somerset  Ballroom 

Hotel  Statler  Ballroom 

Hotel  Statler  Georgian  Room . . 


Copley  square 

Copley  square 

1651  Washington  street 

490  Commonwealth  avenue. 

307  E  street 

307  E  street 

800  Morton  street 

1  Tonawanda  street 

113  Dudley  street 

3050  Washington  street 

9  Eliot  street 

160  Commonwealth  avenue. 

Ill  Huntington  avenue 

24  Jersey  street 

69  London  street 

15  Ashburton  place. 

Parish  street 

41  Berkeley  street 

608  East  Fourth  street 

294  Huntington  avenue. 

194  Heath  street 

22-26  Amory  street 

Rear  193  Harvard  avenue. . 
386  Washington  street 

99  North  Harvard  street. . . 

184  Dudley  street 

28  Union  street 

1866  Centre  street 

1651  Washington  street 

300  Massachusetts  avenue. 
275  Tremont  street. ....... 

275  Tremont  street 

520  Boylston  street 

15  Arlington  street 

400  Commonwealth  avenue 

52  Providence  street 

52  Providence  street 


1,293 
422 
555 
494 
403 
599 
888 
647 
666 

1,346 

584 

448 

3,840 

33,912 

784 

1,020 

402 

986 

784 

736 

527 

819 

480 

537 

58,335 
881 
548 
465 
458 
550 
2,072 
728 
715 
473 
973 
1,893 
691 
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Licensed  Public  Halls  of  a  Capacity  of  400  and  Over. —  Continued. 


Name. 


Location. 


Ward.         Seating; 
Capacity. 


Hotel     Touraine      Renaissance 
Room. 

Hotel  Vendome  Banquet  Hall. . . 

Huntington  Chambers  Hall 

Hyde     Park     Current     Events 
Club. 

Intercolonial  Hall 

Investigator  Hall 

Irish-American  A.  A.  Hall 

Jacob  P.  Bates  Hall 

Jacob  Sleeper  Hall 

John  Hancock  Hall 

Jordan  Hall 

Kingsley  Hall 

Knights  of  Columbus  Hall 

Liederkrantz  Hall 

Lorimer  Hall 

Masonic  Banquet  Hall 

Mechanics  Hall 

Municipal  Hall,  Ward  6 

Municipal  Hall,  Ward  8 

Municipal  Hall,  Ward  9 

Municipal  Hall,  Ward  18 

Municipal  Hall,  Ward  19 

Music  Hall 

National  League  Field 

Nazareth  Hall 

New  Lincoln  Hall 

Norfolk  Auditorium 

O'Connell  Hall 

Old  Timers'  Club  Hall 

Otisfield  Grand  Hall 

Paine  Memorial  Hall 

Parish  Hall 

Parker  House  Roof  Ballroom. . 

Paul  Revere  Hall 

Play-Mor  Ballroom 

President's  Hall 

Princess  Ballroom 

Raymor  Ballroom 


62  Boylston  street 

1G0  Commonwealth  avenue, 

30  Huntington  avenue 

26  Central  avenue 

214  Dudley  street 

9  Appleton  street 

220  West  Broadway 

316  Huntington  avenue. .  . . 

688  Boylston  street 

90  St.  James  avenue 

286  Huntington  avenue. . . . 

15  Ashburton  place 

44  High  street 

46  Rockland  street 

82  Tremont  street 

344  Meridian  street 

Ill  Huntington  avenue. . . . 

533  East  Broadway 

335  Dudley  street 

65  West  Brookline  street. . . 
1175  River  street 

8  Cummins  Highway 

344-350  Meridian  street. . . 

Gaffney  street 

53-59  O  street 

24-26  Lincoln  street 

171  Norfolk  street 

184  Dudley  street 

1436  Dorchester  avenue.  .  . 
17-19  Otisfield  street 

9  Appleton  street 

25  Arlington  street 

60  School  street 

Ill  Huntington  avenue. . . . 
263  Huntington  avenue. . . . 

40  Trinity  place 

416  Commonwealth  avenue 
251  Huntington  avenue. . . . 


5 

427 

4 

433 

18 

741 

8 

834 

5 

469 

6 

696 

4 

429 

4 

828 

4 

1,067 

4 

1.269 

3 

506 

2 

430 

20 

430 

3 

820 

1 

722 

4 

7,229 

6 

984 

8 

408 

9 

976 

18 

647 

19 

544 

1 

697 

21 

41,500 

6 

800 

22 

528 

17 

1,600 

8 

409 

15 

479 

12 

658 

5 

589 

22 

678 

3 

540 

4 

689 

4 

185 

4 

1,414 

5 

480 

4 

830 

Building  Department. 
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Licensed  Public  Halls  of  a  Capacity  of  400  and  Over. —  Concluded. 


Name. 


Location. 


Ward. 


Seating 
Capacity. 


Regent  Manor  Hall 

Ripley  Hall 

Ritz-Plaza  Hall 

Riverview  Ballroom 

Ronan  Memorial  Hall 

Rose  Croix  Hall 

Roseland  Ballroom 

Sheppard  's  Club  Hall 

Steinert  Hall 

Symphony  Hall 

St.  Alphonsus  Hall 

St.  Alphonsus  School  Hall 

St.  Ambrose  Hall 

St.  Anne's  School  Hall 

St.  Anthony's  Hall 

St.  Anthony's  Hall 

St.  Augustine's  Hall 

St.  Catherine's  Hall 

St.  Francis  de  Sales  Hall 

St.  Francis  de  Sales  School  Hall, 

St.      Francis      Xavier      School 

Hall. 
St.  John's  Parish  Hall 

St.  Mary's  Hall 

St.  Mary's  Polish  School  Hall, 

St.  Matthew's  Hall 

St.  Patrick's  School  Hall 

St.  Paul's  Parish  Hall 

St.  Rita's  Hall 

St.  Theresa's  Hall 

St.  Thomas'  Hall 

St.  William's  Hall 

Uptown  Ballroom 

Warren  Hall 

West  End  House  Gym  Hall 

WhitonHall 

William     Filene's     Sons     Com- 
pany Hall. 
Winslow  Hall 

Winter  Garden  Hall 

Y.  W.  C.  A.  Hall 

Total 


646  Warren  street 

38  Centre  street 

218  Huntington  avenue 

725  Gallivan  Boulevard 

301  Bowdoin  street 

152  Dudley  street 

217  Massachusetts  avenue.  .  . 

11 A  Green  street 

162  Boylston  street 

251  Huntington  avenue 

80  Smith  street 

96  Smith  street 

15  Leonard  street 

237-239  Neponset  avenue 

39  Holton  street 

48  Frankfort  street 

203-205  E  street 

13-25  Tufts  street 

22  St.  Francis  de  Sales  street. 
328  Bunker  Hill  street 


Cummins    Highway    and    Brown 

avenue. 
246  Blue  Hill  avenue 


737  Saratoga  street 

46  Boston  street 

89  Norfolk  street 

140  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue 

8  Woodward  Park  street 

20  Thorndike  street 

30  St.  Theresa  avenue 

Jamaica  and  Woodman  streets. 

100  Savin  Hill  avenue 

235  Huntington  avenue 

337  Washington  street 

16  Blossom  street 

38  Centre  street 

404-426  Washington  street 

67  Warren  street 

16  City  square 

140  Clarendon  street 


431 

525 

503 

1,600 

1,073 

482 

1,523 

600 

525 

2,881 

1,134 

1,150 

488 

967 

1,283 

640 

1,098 

500 

647 

907 

448 

900 

643 

544 

804 

822 

1,036 

613 

660 

860 

659 

724 

431 

750 

597 

800 

464 

929 

596 


number  of  large  halls,  134. 
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Licensed  Public  Halls  of  a  Capacity  of  Less  than  400. 


Name. 


Location. 


Ward. 


Seating 
Capacity. 


Allston  Post  Hall 

Andrew  Jackson  Club  Hall 

Arcadia  Hall 

Arion  Hall 

Army  and    Navy  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Hall. 
Avery  Penny  Arcade 

Bayside  Bungalow 

Bernice  Hall 

Boston  Architectural  Club  Hall, 

Boston    Gas    Company    Audi- 
torium. 
Boston  Police  Post  Hall 

Brighthelmstone  Club  Hall 

Bunker  Hill  Post  Legion  Hall. .  . 

Camden  Hall 

Capitol  Hall 

Carmel  Hall 

Carney  Hospital  Out-patient 
Room. 

Central  Square  Centre  Gym- 
nasium. 

Clarkson  Club  Hall 

Colonial  Cooking  Club  Hall .... 

Columbia  Hall 

Columbus  Club  Hall 

Community  House  Hall 

Copley   Square   Hotel   Venetian 

Room. 
Corporal  Gordon  Denton  Post 

Hall. 
Cotton  Hall 

Demonstration  Food  Shop 

Dexter  Hall 

Dorchester  Irish-American  Hall, 

Dorchester  Lower  Mills  K.  of 

C.  Hall. 
Dorchester  Yacht  Club  Hall 

Dudley  Club  Hall 

East  Boston  Yacht  Club  Hall. . . 

Ellis  Memorial  Hall 

Emory  Hall 

Empire  of  the  Holy  Ghost  Hall, 

Evangeline  Hall 

Faelton  Hall 


404  Cambridge  street .  .  .  . 

9  Glenville  avenue 

204  Adams  street 

367  East  Eighth  street .  .  . 

7  City  square 

6-8  Cambridge  street 

28  Denny  street 

409  West  Broadway 

16  Somerset  street 

100  Arlington  street 

1049  Columbus  avenue. .  . 

541  Cambridge  street 

27  Chestnut  street 

830  Tremont  street 

218  Huntington  avenue.  . 

152  Dudley  street 

140  Dorchester  street 

Central  square 

3211  Washington  street. . . 

234  Boylston  street 

456  West  Fourth  street. .  . 
Pearl  and  Pleasant  streets 

1685  Centre  street 

47  Huntington  avenue. .  . . 
1151  Washington  street. . . 

432  Main  street 

192  Boylston  street 

987  Washington  street. . . . 
1853  Dorchester  avenue.  . 

36  River  street 

320  Freeport  street 

23  Kenil worth  street 

182  Coleridge  street 

66  Berkeley  street 

1436  Dorchester  avenue.  . 

196  Putnam  street 

214  Dudley  street 

30  Huntington  avenue. . . . 


188 
262 
212 
250 
351 

66 
147 
207 
221 
389 
220 
347 
258 
150 
338 
174 
120 
376 
156 
105 
170 
375 
351 
300 
398 
200 

60 
333 
208 
242 
200 
302 
136 
383 
200 
161 
107 
143 


Building  Department.  17 

Licensed  Public  Halls  of  a  Capacity  of  Less  than  400.  —  Continued. 


Name. 

Location. 

Ward. 

Seating 
Capacity. 

Fenway  Manor  Hall 

Fidelia  Hall 

10 
18 

6 

2 
17 
19 

1 
16 

6 

4 
5 
16 
3 
2 
5 

3 
5 

4 
5 
4 
4 
3 
5 

5 
3 
5 
4 
4 

18 
8 
5 

20 
1 

13 

19 

262 

290 

Fitzgerald  Post  Hall 

715  East  Fourth  street 

150 

Fleet  Reserve  Hall 

13  City  square 

250 

108 

300 

Grady  Camp  U.  S.  W.  V.  Hall. . 

90 

87  Park  street 

258 

104 

Post. 
Grotto  Hall. . . 

251 

320 

200 

Hendricks  Club  Hall 

237 

225 

90 

Shop. 

227 

381 

room. 

135 

238 

352 

333 

298 

Hotel     Myles     Standish     Ball- 

212 

room. 

386 

233 

184 

200 

368 

Room. 
Hyde  Park  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Hall. . .  . 

193 

105 

160 

333 

190 

220 

171 

Hall. 
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Licensed  Public  Halls  of  a  Capacity  of  Less  than  400. —  Continued. 


Name. 


Location. 


Ward. 


Seating 
Capacity. 


Jamaica     Plain     Neighborhood 

House  Hall. 
James  F.  Mahoney  Post  Hall .  .  . 

J.  E.  Murray  Memorial  Hall 

John  Boyle  O'Reilly  Hall 

John  J.  O'Connell  Post  Hall 

John  J.  Williams  Hall 

John  T.  Fallon  Post  Hall 

Junior  League  Ballroom. ....... 

Knights  of  Columbus  Hall 

Knights  of  Columbus  Hall 

Ladies'  Club  Hall 

Legion  Hall 

Liberty  Studio  Hall 

Lincoln  House  Hall 

Lincoln  House  Gymnasium 

Lithgow  Hall 

Log  Cabin  Hall 

Longfellow  Hall 

Longfellow  Hall 

Lotus  Bungalow  Hall 

Mattapan  Council  K.  of  C.  Hall, 

Memorial  Hall 

Meridian  Hall 

Michael  J.  Perkins  Post  Hall 

M.  J.  O'Connor  Post  Hall 

Model     Room,     South    Boston 

Yacht  Club. 
Modernistic  Ballroom 

Moose  Hall 

Mt.  Pleasant  Odd  Fellow's  Hall, 

Mussolini  Citizens'  Club  Hall. . . 

National  Hall 

Newbury  Hall 

Newman  Hall 

New  Oakland  Hall 

Norfolk  Hall 

Norfolk  House  Centre  Hall 

North  Bennet  Street  Industrial 
School  Hall. 


276  Amory  street 

26  Winthrop  street 

129  South  street 

184  Dudley  street 

1576  Dorchester  avenue. 
4  Murray  Hill  road 

27  Florence  street 

Zero  Marlborough  street 

360  Meridian  street 

37  Everett  street 

40  Trinity  place 

1996  Centre  street 

2181  Washington  street. 

80  Emerald  street 

80  Emerald  street 

618  Washington  street. . 

74  Heath  street 

214  Dudley  street 

32  South  Fairview  street 

82  Babson  street 

1581  Blue  Hill  avenue.  .  . 

14  Green  street 

163  Meridian  street 

857  East  Fourth  street .  . 
456  West  Fourth  street. . 

1849  Columbia  road 

520  Boylston  street 

3  Benningston  street .... 

33  Romsey  street 

88  Salem  street 

1  National  street 

355  Newbury  street 

15  Oak  street 

670  Cummins  Highway  . 
328  Washington  street .  . 
14  John  Eliot  square. . .  . 
39  North  Bennet  street. . 
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Licensed  Public  Halls  of  a  Capacity  of  Less  than  400. —  Continued. 


Name. 

Location. 

Ward. 

Seating 
Capacity. 

22 
18 
18 
17 
21 
4 
7 
16 

7 

4 

11 

3 
3 
3 

3 
6 
3 
9 

22 
9 

18 
4 
3 
3 

4 

17 

8 

20 

12 

8 

18 

19 

6 

4 

2 

160 

190 

Odd  Fellows'  Hall 

270 

Odd  Fellows'  Hall 

334 

Odd  Fellows'  Hall 

393 

130 

123 

250 

Hall. 
Old  Timers'  Hall 

146 

350 

399 

Hall. 

204 

210 

352 

Room. 

242 

66  N  street 

216 

Pilgrim  Hall 

320 

Polish  Citizens'  Club  Hall 

220 

396 

375 

Pythian  Hall 

239 

Recital  Hall 

300 

Red  Circle  Arcade  Hall 

693-695  Washington  street 

60 
399 

torium. 

200 

246 

Roger  Wolcott  Hall 

143 

780  South  street . . . 

205 

67  Warren  street 

113 

275 

St.  Adalbert's  Hall 

278 

400 

679  East  Fourth  street 

368 

200 

St.    Francis    de    Sales    School 
Hall. 

328-354  Bunker  Hill  street 

225 
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Licensed  Public  Halls  of  a  Capacity  of  Less  than  400. —  Concluded. 


Ward. 


Seating 
Capacity. 


St.  Joseph's  Hall 

St.  Lazarus  Holy  Name  Hall . 

St.  Mary's  Hall 

St.  Michael's  Hall 

St.  OmerHall 

St.  Peter's  Parish  Hall 

St.  Rose  Hall 

St.  Vincent's  Parish  Hall 

Sacred  Heart  Basement  Hall . 

Schrafft's  Hall 

Seaverns  Hall 

Silver  Manor  Hall 

Soden  Hall 

South  Bay  Union  Hall 


South    End    Democratic    Club 
Hall. 


Suffolk  Downs  Hall 

Supple  Hall 

Syrian  Ladies'  Club  Hall 

Temple  Hall 

Twentieth  Century  Club  Hall 


U.  S.  Shoe  Machinery  Corpora- 
tion Hall. 


Veterans'  Hall 

Ward  13  Democratic  Club  Hall, 

Webb  Building  Hall 

Wells  Memorial  Hall 

Wesleyan  Hall 

Wigwam  Ballroom 

William  M.  Olin  Hall 

Y.  D.  Club  Lower  Hall 

Y.  D.  Club  Upper  Hall 


50  West  Broadway 

127  Leyden  street 

48-50  Winthrop  street .  . 

150  Orient  avenue 

376  West  Broadway 

492  East  Seventh  street . 

17  Worcester  street 

E  and  Bolton  streets. .  .  . 

211  Paris  street 

16-24  West  street 

670  Centre  street 

215  Washington  street.  . 

25  Blagden  street 

640  Harrison  avenue.  .  .  . 
1066  Washington  street . 


1036  Bennington  street.. 

44  High  street 

44  West  Newton  street. . 
521  Cambridge  street .  . 

3  Joy  street 

140  Federal  street 


138  Brighton  avenue. .  .  , 
11A  Stoughton  street.  .  . 

27  Poplar  street 

987  Washington  street .  . 

591  Boylston  street 

37  Caledonian  avenue. . 
14  Elmwood  street .... 
200  Huntington  avenue . 
200  Huntington  avenue . 


350 
266 
371 
200 
198 
348 
206 
136 
250 
360 
289 
371 
300 
175 
200 

277 
96 
105 
244 
394 
384 

386 
166 
252 
397 
326 
215 
245 
395 
372 


Total  number  of  small  halls,  175. 
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Plan  Division. 

Plan  Divisions  and  their  functionings  as  they  pertain 
to  building  law. —  Existing  building  law  requires  the 
submission  of  drawings  indicating  by  architectural, 
engineering  and  mechanical  design  the  type  and  class 
of  construction,  the  occupancy,  the  materials  which 
compose  the  structure  proper,  such  as  masonry  of  all 
descriptions,  concrete,  steel,  wood,  interior  finish,  etc., 
the  dimensions  designating  areas,  sizes  of  rooms  and 
heights  of  building,  width  of  stair  halls  and  other 
egresses,  percentages  of  area  of  lot  occupied  by  the 
building,  mechanical  installations,  locations  of  and 
sizes  of  exterior  fire  escapes,  balconies,  etc. 

Upon  receipt  of  drawings  and  application  for  permit 
to  build,  alter  or  occupy  a  building  or  premises,  an 
inspector  visits  the  location  of  the  proposed  operation 
and  reports  as  to  the  authenticity  of  information 
enumerated  in  the  application  blanks.  Drawings  are 
then  examined  and  approved  or  disapproved  by  the 
Zoning,  Egress  and  Plan  Divisions,  also  the  Plumbing, 
Gas,  Elevator  and  Sprinkler  Divisions,  and  the  Health 
Department  and  Park  Department  when  the  administra- 
tion of  regulations  of  these  departments  are  applicable. 

As  can  be  gathered  from  the  foregoing,  it  is  necessary 
that  drawings,  particularly  those  pertaining  to  structural 
design,  be  analyzed  by  engineers.  For  this  reason, 
the  personnel  of  the  Plan  Divisions  is  composed  of  as 
highly  technically  trained  men  as  there  are  in  the  city 
employ  and  the  tedious  work  involved  necessitates 
each  individual  to  be  conversant  with  current  engineer- 
ing formula  and  data.  Their  work,  unfamiliar  to  most 
of  the  citizenry  of  Boston,  is,  however,  vitally  important 
to  all  for  the  insurance  of  public  protection  through  the 
agency  of  engineering  design. 

Though  people  are  naturally  concerned  with  the 
safety  of  the  structures  they  occupy,  the  work  of  the 
Plan  Division  is  unfamiliar  to  most  of  the  tax-paying 
public,  yet  vitally  important  to  all  for  the  insurance  of 
the  public  protection. 

The  citizens  of  the  city  have  been  so  long  accustomed 
to  the  results  of  the  work  of  its  Building  Department 
that  they  take  these  results  for  granted.  The  houses  in 
which  they  live;  the  offices,  factories  or  stores  in  which 
they  work;  the  theatres,  moving  pictures  houses,  halls 
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and  places  of  public  assembly  in  which  they  spend  their 
hours  of  recreation;  the  schools  and  hospitals;  the 
churches  in  which  they  worship  —  are  all  structures,  the 
design  and  construction  of  which  have  been  carefully 
checked  and  supervised. 

Advancement  in  modern  construction  and  engineering 
practices  necessitates  keeping  pace  with  the  new  theories 
in  the  science  of  design  and  soil  mechanics;  also  with  the 
manufacture  of  new  materials  and  new  methods  of  con- 
struction. The  Plan  Division  has  kept  astride  with 
these  developments  and  has  contributed  unselfishly 
excellent  service  to  the  architects  and  engineers  with 
whom  they  came  in  contact. 

The  division  is  particularly  concerned  with  the 
structural  features  of  the  building  or  structure  under 
examination.  This  work  involves  the  materials  of 
design,  such  as  structural  steel,  wood  and  reinforced 
concrete  construction;  stresses  in  stone  and  brickwork, 
set  forth  in  the  plan  submitted  to  the  examiner.  As 
the  work  on  the  building  or  structure  progresses,  the 
examination  is  extended  to  details,  filed  as  shop  draw- 
ings, for  the  steel  and  concrete  frame;  also  the  design 
and  details  of  the  iron  stairs,  skylights,  marquees,  fire 
escapes  and  advertising  signs. 

Also  required  of  the  Division  is  a  correllation  of  the 
provisions  of  Special  Acts  of  the  State  Legislature  as 
they  are  delegated  to  the  Department  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Department  of  Public  Safety,  pertaining 
to  elevators;  buildings  for  the  storage  and  handling  of 
inflammable  motion  picture  films;  for  the  keeping  and 
use  of  fuel  oil  in  buildings;  and  regulations  governing 
dry-cleaning  and  dry-dyeing  and  sponging  establish- 
ments. 

A  magistrate  of  a  distant  city  in  a  court  inquiry  into 
the  collapse  of  a  theatre,  several  years  ago,  said  in  part 
that  he  was  shocked  at  the  extent  of  the  duty  and  re- 
sponsibility upon  the  plan  examiner.  The  public  does 
not  realize  that  the  few  failures  in  the  multitude  of 
detailed  scientific  parts  of  buildings,  and  the  construc- 
tion thereof,  must  be  attributed  to  the  officials  who  are 
ever  on  the  alert  to  prevent  such  happenings. 
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Report  of  Plans  and   Applications  Examined   for  the   Year   1939. 

DIVISION    A. 
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Approved ! 

54 

5 

136 

62 

21 

278 

37 

4 

30 

6 

77 

Total 

91 

9 

166 

68 

21 

355* 
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79 
28 

254 
69 

2,330 
413 

232 
71 

413 
34 

3,308 
615 

Total 

107 

323 

2,743 

303 

447 

3,923* 

Immediate  action  permits  issued  at  counter 
Applications  refused  where  appellant  referred  to 

Board  of  Appeal 399 

Pending  last  year 18 

417 


3,111' 


7,389* 


N.  B. — Of  which  353  were  granted,  20  were  dismissed,  25 
were  abandoned,  1  was  withdrawn,  and  18  are  pending. 


Zoning  Division. 

Analogous  to  the  work  of  the  Plan  Divisions,  which 
is  wholly  administered  by  the  office  personnel,  is  the 
work  of  the  Zoning  Division  which  varies  from  that  of 
the  Plan  Divisions  in  that  drawings  are  analyzed  and 
approved  as  being  in  compliance  with  the  Zoning  Law, 
a  separate  act  of  the  Legislature,  whereas  the  Plan 
Divisions  analyze  and  approve  the  drawings  as  being 
in  compliance  with  Building  Law. 
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The  Zoning  Regulation  as  enacted  is  an  act  regulating 
and  restricting  the  use  of  buildings  and  premises,  the 
height  and  bulk  of  buildings,  and  the  occupancy  of  lots 
in  the  City  of  Boston  and  for  said  purposes  dividing  the 
city  into  districts. 

The  following  table  summarizes  the  work  of  1939: 

Number  of  applications  received  for  new 
buildings  and  alterations  and  zoned  accord- 
ing to  districts : 

Approved 5,576 

Not  approved 572 

■ —     6,148* 


Number  of  applications  forwarded  from 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  for  garage 
and  gasoline  licenses  to  be  zoned  before 
action  taken  by  that  board: 

Approved 430 

Not  approved 64 

Applications   for   signs   from   State   House: 

Approved 137 

Not  approved 15 


494* 


152* 


Applications    from    Police     and     Licensing 
Boards    for    new    licenses    and    renewals: 

Approved 

Not  approved 44 


942* 


Total 7,736* 


Applications  refused  where  appellant  referred 

to  Board  of  Appeal 163 

Pending  last  year 31 

194 

N.  B. —  Of  which  85  were  granted,  36  were  dismissed,  12  were 
withdrawn,  38  were  abandoned,  and  23  are  pending. 


Plumbing  Division. 

Essentially  a  division  of  sanitation  wherein  the  word 
" sanitation"  is  defined  as  the  devising  and  applying  of 
measures  for  preserving  and  promoting  public  health; 
the  removal  or  neutralization  of  elements  injurious  to 
health;  the  practical  application  of  such  sanitary  science 
is  accomplished  through   the   art   of  plumbing,   which, 
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when  used  with  respect  to  a  trade  or  calling,  means  the 
incorporation  into  a  structure  of  such  pipes,  fixtures  and 
other  apparatus  and  appurtenances  as  are  necessary  to 
bring  in  the  water  supply  and  remove  liquids  and  water- 
carried  wastes.  Thus,  the  regulation  of  the  principal 
elements  of  sanitation  as  affected  by  plumbing  installa- 
tions, namely,  hot  and  cold  water  supplies,  with  their 
inter-related  subjects  of  heating,  ventilating  and  refrig- 
eration, drainage,  disposal  of  wastes,  etc.,  come  within 
the  scope  of  administration  by  the  Plumbing  Division. 

As  public  health  is  vitally  dependent  on  the  diminu- 
tion of  the  possibilities  of  pollution  through  improperly 
designed  and  constructed  supply  and  waste  systems, 
the  importance  of  the  functionings  of  the  Plumbing 
Division  and  its  inspection  force  can  readily  be  realized. 

Plumbing  Inspections  and  Tests,  1939. 

Plumbing,  new 821 

Plumbing,  alterations    ....  9,069 

Plumbing,  tests 1,661 

Elevator  Division. 

Undoubtedly  every  person  inhabiting  or  frequenting 
the  multi-storied  buildings  in  our  city  realizes  the 
convenience  provided  them  by  the  installation  of 
elevators  and  dumb-waiters.  However,  very  few  are 
aware  of  the  fact  that  each  installation  is  made  under 
the  scrutinizing  eye  of  the  Building  Department,  through 
the  agency  of  the  Elevator  Inspection  Division.  Said 
division,  by  applying  the  requirements  of  law  and 
regulation,  is  undoubtedly  responsible  for  the  extremely 
low  percentage  of  accidents  which  occur.  This  im- 
portant service  rendered  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  and 
to  those  persons  who  visit  our  city  is  a  source  of  satis- 
faction justly  deserved  by  this  inspection  force. 

There  are  in  use  within  the  city  limits  6,171  passenger 
and  freight  elevators  and  escalators,  and  1,945  dumb- 
waiters. When  it  is  known  that,  in  addition  to  the 
inspection  of  installation  and  maintenance  of  all  eleva- 
tors, these  inspectors  give  an  exacting  and  practical 
operation  test  to  each  passenger  car  operator,  some  of 
the  work  required  of  this  division  can  be  comprehended. 

Elevator  Operators  Licenses  Issued. 
New  ....        1,555        Renewals.        .       .        4,340 
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Elevator  Inspections  and  Tests,  1939. 

Inspections  made 

Complaints  made 

Complaints  closed 

Applications  closed 

New  Installations 

Passenger  elevators 31 

Freight  elevators 16 

Escalators        .  1 1 

Inclinators 

Dumb  Waiters        .  38 

Alterations  and  repairs 

Elevators  shut  down 

Tests  made 
Approved         .        .  .        .        .        .        3,443 

Failed  —  Passenger 18 

Freight 33 

Night  tests      .  77 

Accidents     . 

Passenger 20 

Freight 31 

Escalators        .  3 

Inclinators 

Fatal     .        .                                       .3 
Non-fatal 51 

Applicants  tested  for  elevator  operators'  licenses 

Total 


9,190 
3,127 
3,141 
2,102 
96 


643 

16 

3,571 


54 


1,451 
23,391 


Gasfitting  Division. 

The  Gasfitting  Division  of  this  department  is  very 
diligent  in  the  inspection  of  installations  for  gas 
appliances,  particularly  as  they  relate  to  proper  com- 
bustion and  the  elimination  of  gases  and  fumes  through 
proper  types  of  flues,  also  as  to  the  locations  of  appliances 
in  relation  to  the  area  of  the  room  and  its  enclosure,  and 
we  are  insistent  upon  having  a  proper  supply  of  air 
maintained  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  carbon 
monoxide  gas. 

One  problem  which  has  given  the  department  con- 
siderable concern  in  the  past,  which  we  are  now  able 
to  cope  with  through  the  issuance  of  regulations,  is 
placing  upon  contractors  the  obligation  to  permanently 
remove  all  connections  to  utility  companies'  mains  when 
buildings  are  razed  or  the  use  of  illuminating  gas  dis- 
continued. 
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Accidental  fatalities  due  to  illuminating  gas  instal- 
lations have,  by  rigid  inspection  and  administration 
of  law,  been  reduced  from  82  in  1918  to  2  in  1938,  and 
for  some  unaccountable  reason,  probably  due  to  pro- 
hibiting the  use  of  flexible  connections  and  such  in 
connection  with  gas  installations,  suicides  have  also  been 
reduced  from  a  maximum  of  43  in  1917  to  12  in  1938. 

The  total  number  of  fatalities  due  to  illuminating 
gas  over  the  period  from  1917  to  1939,  inclusive,  has  been 
1,050.  However,  within  the  last  nine-year  period, 
1930  to  1939,  inclusive,  of  the  grand  total  of  1,050  there 
have  been  only  148. 

There  were  no  deaths  in  1939  which  were  attributable 
to  defective  appliances  or  piping. 


Table  of  Deaths  and  Their  Causes  from  1917  to  1940. 


Year. 

Suicides. 

Accidents. 

Total. 

1917 

43 
26 
38 
31 
23 
60 
48 
28 
23 
18 
20 
25 
24 
15 
9 
10 
7 
9 
19 
13 
11 
12 
10 

60 

82 

55 

47 

46 

44 

38 

36 

24 

17 

15 

17 

14 

7 

8 

3 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

2 

2 

103 

1918... 

108 

1919 

93 

1920 

78 

1921 

69 

1922 

104 

1923 

86 

1924 

64 

1925 

47 

1926 

35 

1927 

35 

1928 

42 

1929 

38 

1930 

22 

1931 

17 

1932 

13 

1933 

1934 

11 

1935 

22 

1936 

16 

1937 

12 

1938 

14 

1939 

12 

522 

528 

1,050 
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The  Gasfitting  Division  is  continually  making 
examinations  of  buildings  to  eliminate  such  conditions 
as  mentioned,  or  any  other  conditions  which  will  be  a 
hazard  to  life  or  property. 

Gasfitting  Inspections  and  Tests,  1939. 

Gasfitting,  new 2,798 

Gasfitting,  alterations 7,855 

Gasfitting,  tests 5,425 


Sprinkler  Division. 

Previous  to  1914,  with  the  exception  of  theatres, 
little  attention  was  given  to  installations  of  sprinkler 
systems  or  other  fire  protection  apparatus,  and  theatre 
equipments  were  generally  accepted  as  installed.  In 
that  year,  laws  were  enacted  requiring  sprinkler  and 
standpipe  equipment  in  certain  buildings  other  than 
theatres  and  this  department  then  began  the  control 
of  this  work.  Since  that  time  a  large  number  of  such 
installations  have  been  made.  As  is  well  known,  a 
fire  may  occur  in  a  first-class  building  or  in  a  wooden 
shed  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  use  of  automatic 
fire  protection  is  not  more  general,  especially  as  such 
installation  brings  about  monetary  reward  in  reduced 
insurance,  aside  from  protection  to  life  and  property. 

The  design  and  installation  of  fire  protection  equip- 
ment is  a  distinct  and  highly  developed  branch  of  the 
building  industry.  Being  primarily  for  emergency  serv- 
ice, it  is  obvious  that  after  installation,  regular  exam- 
ination and  tests  should  be  made  to  be  reasonably  sure 
that  such  apparatus  will  function  properly  if  called 
upon.  These  examinations  and  tests,  sometimes  requir- 
ing hours  rather  than  minutes,  and  which  should  be 
made  only  by  persons  familiar  with  such  equipment, 
embrace  water  supplies,  tanks,  pumps,  hose,  automatic 
devices  and  attendant  electrical  apparatus;  also  any 
structural  changes  which  may  affect  proper  operation. 

When  buildings  are  erected  on  elevations  or  to  a 
height  beyond  reach  of  the  normal  city  water  service, 
automatic  pumping  equipment  is  installed  under  super- 
vision of  the  department.  There  are  a  number  of  such 
installations  in  the  city  which  have  been  operating 
satisfactorily  in  all  cases.     A  recent  example  is  the  new 
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Suffolk  Court  House,  the  second  highest  habitable 
elevation  in  the  city.  In  this  building,  the  city  water 
service  is  raised  by  automatic  pumps  from  80  pounds 
to  175  pounds  with  30  pounds  at  the  top  providing 
adequate  water  supply  throughout  for  both  fire  and 
domestic  service.  While  under  construction,  this  build- 
ing was  subjected  to  several  fires  which  were  controlled 
with  the  emergency  hose  lines  required  by  this  depart- 
ment in  all  such  buildings. 

The  ultimate  in  automatic  protection  is  reached 
when  the  system  is  so  installed  that  the  devices  are 
influenced  by  heat  in  the  shortest  space  of  time  and 
when  the  fire  causing  that  heat  is  extinguished  with  the 
least  amount  of  water. 

There  were  194  fires  reported  in  1939  in  sprinklered 
buildings. 

39  were  controlled  before  sprinklers  operated. 

70  were  controlled  by  one  sprinkler. 

47  were  controlled  by  two  sprinklers. 

38  were  controlled  by  more  than  two  sprinklers. 

No  failures  were  reported. 

Examinations  of  sprinkler  installations  .        .        .        1,508 

Examinations  of  standpipes 55 

Tests  of  both 1,389 
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Building  Construction  Projects. 

Some  of  the  structures  either  in  process  of  construc- 
tion or  completed  in  the  year  1939,  totaling  in  value 
$17,756,006.00;  all  inspected  and  supervised  by  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  various  divisions  of  the  Building  Depart- 
ment are  pictured  on  the  following  pages. 


Location. 

Architect. 

Cost. 

Housing  Projects: 

$3,248,429 

3,200,000 

3,311,477 

1,013,500 

4,000,000 

Boylston  street. 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  White  Building, 

Coolidge,  Shepley,  Bulfinch  &  Abbott.  . 

2,000,000 
76,600 

dormitory.* 
Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.: 

Giles  Smith 

80,000 

Westinghouse   Electric   Elevator   Com- 
pany. 
Andrews,  Jones,  Biscoe  &  Whitmore.  .  . 

H.  L.  Feer..    .                     

255,000 

Salvation  Army  Boys'  Club,  1496-1512  Washing- 
ton street. 

96,000 
275,000 

37  Beacon  street 

H.  L.  Feer 

200,000 

Total.  . 

$17,756,006 

*  Exterior  walls  are  made  from  brick  salvaged  from  the  old  Walker  Building  of  the  Massachusett 
Institute  of  Technology  which  occupied  the  site  of  the  new  New  England  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
Building. 
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5=ST0RY   APARTMENT   BUILDING  — 280    BEACON     STREET. 


DINING    HALL  — BOSTON    FARM    AND   TRADES   SCHOOL. 


5=ST0RY   APARTMENT   BUILDING  — 280    BEACON     STREET. 


DINING    HALL  — BOSTON    FARM    AND   TRADES   SCHOOL. 


GEORGE  ROBERT  WHITE  BUILDING  —  MASSACHUSETTS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 
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JORDAN    MARSH  COMPANY. 
Bridge  Over  Avon  Street. 


SALVATION    ARMY   BOYS'    CLUB. 
1496=1512  Washington  Street. 
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General  Statistics. 


Area  of  Boston: 

30,598  acres  or  47.81  square  miles. 
Population  —  (1935  state  census),  817,713. 
Value  of  buildings  (above  land) : 

(Estimated)  January  1,  1939,  $706,242,200 

Brick  buildings,  etc 

Erected  during  1939 


Taken  down  * 
Destroyed  by  fire   . 


44,558 
333 

313 

1 

44,891 
314 

44,577 

93,966 
269 

1,076 
3 

94,235 

1,079 
40 

y  1,  19' 

93,156 
137,733 

Wooden  buildings 
Erected  during  1939 


Taken  down  * . 
Destroyed  by  fire 


Total  number  of  buildings,  January  1,  1940 

Items  of  Interest. 
Tallest  buildings : 

Custom  House,  495  feet. 

United  Shoe  Machinery  Building,  290  feet. 

New  England  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  Building, 
Tower  280  feet. 

Ames  Building,  196  feet. 

Sears-Roebuck  Building,  192  feet. 

Tower  Building,  245  feet. 

Post  Office  Building,  345  feet. 

Court  House,  330  feet. 

Massachusetts   General   Hospital  Surgical  Building,    188 
feet. 
Covering  greatest  ground  area : 

South  Station,  1,467,522  square  feet. 
Smallest  mercantile  building: 

212  State  street,  2|  stories  high,  4  feet  9  inches  front, 
50  feet  deep,  ground  area,  237|  square  feet. 
Costliest  building: 

Storehouse,  Army  Supply  Base,  South  Boston. 
Oldest  building: 

Paul  Revere  House,  1660. 
Largest  garage  under  a  single  roof  in  the  world,  Motor  Mart. 


32 


City  Document  No.  7. 


Summary  of  Examinations  and  Reports. 


New  buildings     .... 
Alterations 

4,396 
17,886 

Existing  buildings 

4,380 

Boilers,  engines,  etc.  . 

207 

Plumbing,  new    .... 

821 

Plumbing  alterations 

9,069 

Plumbing  tests    .... 

1,661 

Gasfitting,  new    .... 

2,795 

Gasfitting  alterations 

7,858 

Gasfitting  tests    .... 

5,425 

Egress  plans 

525 

Egress,  existing  buildings 

2,084 

Theaters 

1,724 

Moving  picture  houses 

632 

Halls            

917 

New  elevators     .... 

96 

Existing  elevators  examined     . 

9,190 

Tests  of  safety  devices 

3,571 

Operators,  tested 

1,451 

Sprinklers 

1,508 

Standpipes 

55 

Tests  of  both       .... 

1,389 

Zoning 

7,736 

Plans  and  applications  (Divisions 

A  and  B) 

7,389 

Fires     

595 

Concrete  and  piling    . 

824 

Gas  asphyxiations 

12 

Elevator  accidents 

54 

Building  accidents 

14 

Violations 

622 

Specials 

97 

Finals 

5,345 

Communications  acted  on 

858 

Special  detail       .... 

917 

Complaints  referred  to  Law  Department  for  prose 

cution   ..... 

50 

Cases  taken  into  court 

31 

Total 

10,218,400 

Gasfitters'  Licenses  - 

—  New,  Rene^ 

IVALS. 

Master,  new        .... 

8 

Master,  renewals 

436 

Journeyman,  new       ; 

7 

Journeyman,  renewals 

471 

Fees -    . 

$576  50 

Statistics. 

*„„,„»,„.  D,.,.,o, 

C„„„™,  D„™„». 

E„.„  D„,.,.„               [           a.,.».  D,™ 

o,.  r™.  Dm.,™.      |        in.  d,„.,„. 

"-  ■—          |         *»..  ■>„„.». 

s™,™.  d™„. 

™HjB*-w*»"«-t» 

'""*"""• 

W|-"™ "    ' 

— :: 

bvwk.1.  irnwa 

' — : 

^ —'■■""■•••" 

M*ftnafiL, « 

Building  Department. 
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Statement  showing  material,  number  and  estimated 
cost  of  new  buildings  and  alterations  for  which  applica- 
tions were  filed  during  the  calendar  year  1939. 


Purpose. 

New  Buildings. 

Alterations,  Etc. 

Number. 

Cost. 

Number. 

Cost. 

183 
2 

4 

2 

66 

76 

$11,705,127 

25,400 

36,250 

204,000 

126,150 

149,220 

1,602 
6 
105 
137 
35 
41 

$2,087  963 

7,630 

Concrete  and    reinforced   concrete 
buildings. 

384,226 
386,695 

Concrete   block,    hollow   tile   and 

terra  cotta  buildings. 
Other  fire  resisting  buildings 

63,808 
21,787 

333 
269 

$12,246,147 
$1,057,241 

1,926 
2,637 

$2,952,109 
$953,885 

Total  buildings  erected  and  altered, 
etc. 

602 

$13,303,388 

4,563 

$3,905,994 

Building  Department. 


:r, 


The  following  is  a  statement  showing  the  number  of  new  buildings 
for  purposes  of  habitation,  together  with  the  number  of  family  accom- 
modations provided,  for  the  erection  of  which  applications  were  filed 
with  the  Building  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston  during  the  month 
and  year  ending  December  31,  1939. 


Month  of 

December. 

Full 

Ye.\r. 

Number  of 

Family  Units 

1939. 

1938. 

1939. 

1938. 

in  Each 

Number. 

Number. 

Number. 

Number. 

Building. 

Buildings. 

Families. 

Buildings. 

Families. 

Buildings. 

Families. 

Buildings. 

Families. 

1 

8 

8 

9 

9 

156 

156 

172 

172 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

30 

60 

38 

76 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

12 

4 

16 

6 

1 

6 

— 

— 

4 

24 

— ■ 

— 

8 

— 

— 

2 

16 

2 

22 

3 

24 

11 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

96 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

75 

2 
2 

28 

15 

30 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

126 

2 

32 

13 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

10 
1 

29 
2 

40 
210 

23 
696 

54 

— 

— 

21 

, 

23 

. 

24 

. 

27 

— 

30 

= 

= 

= 

— 

38 
1 
1 

1,140 
33 
35 

1 

— . 

33 

33 

35 

— 

36 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

36 

— 

— 

38 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

76 

39 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

78 

— 

— 

42 

= 

— 

= 

= 

4 
3 
1 

168 
144 
51 

1 

42 

48., 

— 

51 

— 

60 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

60 

— ■ 

— ■ 

81 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

1 

81 

— 

— 

83 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

83 

— 

— 

Totals 

9 

14 

11 

25 

313 

3,503 

227 

529 

Estimated  cost. . 

$45,500 

$68,000 

$11,891,639 

$1,793,000 
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Summary  of  Housing  Construction  to  Date. 


Number  of 


December. 


12  Months. 


New  habitations  erected 

Family  accommodations  provided  by  new  construction 
Family  accommodations  provided  by  alterations,  etc  .  . 
Family  accommodations  eliminated  by  alterations,  etc. 

Habitations  taken  down 

Family  accommodations  eliminated  by  demolition  .... 

Net  change  in  number  of  habitations 

Net  change  in  number  of  family  accommodations 


9 
14 
32 

35 
85 

26  less 
39  less 


313 

3,503 

434 

23 

1,194* 
3,228  * 
181  less 
980  more 


Habitations  Taken  Down. 


Buildings. 


Families. 


Number. 


Buildings. 


Families. 


*  1-family 
2-family 
3-family 
4-family 
5-family 
6-family 
7-family 
8-family 
9-family 
12-family 

Totals 


10 
25 


10 

75 


175 

149 

817 

12 

5 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 


175 

298 

2,451 

48 

25 

30 

14 

16 

9 

12 


35 


85 


1,194 


3,228 


Building   Department. 
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The  following  is  a  statement  showing  By  Wards  the  number  and  estimated  cost  of  new  buildings 
for  purposes  of  habitation  for  the  erection  of  which  appli.-ai  hmi-  u.n-  filed  with  the  Building  Depai 
the  City  of  Huston  during  the  year  ending  December  31.  1939, 
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Board  of  Appeal. 

The  Board  of  Appeal  established  in  accordance  with 
sections  6  and  7,  of  chapter  550,  Acts  of  1907  as  amended, 
in  its  functioning,  may  vary  the  provisions  of  the  act 
referred  to  in  specific  cases  which  appear  to  them  not  to 
have  been  contemplated  by  this  act  although  covered 
by  it,  or  in  cases  where  manifest  injustice  is  done, 
provided  that  the  decision  of  the  Board  in  such  a  case 
shall  be  unanimous  and  shall  not  conflict  with  the 
spirit  of  any  provision  of  the  act.  For  the  period 
between  January  1  and  December  31,  1939,  the  Board 
submits  the  following  report: 

Appeals  in  most  instances  were  regarding  technical 
questions  as  to  interpretation  of  the  law,  and  many 
cases  were  those  not  contemplated  by  the  act  although 
covered  by  it.  In  every  instance  where  the  Board 
granted  relief  —  many  of  them  with  modifications  —  the 
Board  was  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  a  specific  case 
wherein  enforcement  of  the  Act  was  a  manifest  injustice 
and  that  the  varying  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  did 
not  conflict  with  the  spirit  of  any  provision  of  same. 

The  same  is  true  of  the  Zoning  Act.  Boston  was 
many  years  old  before  the  adoption  of  the  Zoning  Code, 
and  because  of  technical  violations  of  uses  permitted 
in  the  various  zones,  business  would  have  established 
industry  in  another  city  had  not  the  Board  varied  the 
application  of  the  Zoning  Act  in  the  specific  cases. 
In  every  instance  where  a  variation  was  permitted, 
the  Board  was  convinced  that  a  strict  enforcement  of 
the  Act  involved  practical  difficulty  and  unnecessary 
hardship,  and  that  desirable  relief  could  be  granted 
without  substantially  derogating  from  the  intent  and 
purpose  of  the  Act. 

Statistical  summary  follows: 

In  re  Building  Law  —  chapter  550,  Acts  of  1907  as 
amended : 


Appeals  received  . 
Appeals  sustained  . 
Appeals  sustained  with  proviso 
Appeals  dismissed  . 
Appeals  withdrawn 
Appeals  pending     . 


375 


247 

106 

21 

1 

0 
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In  re  Zoning  Law 
amended : 


chapter  488,  Acts  of   1924  as 


Appeals  received  . 
Appeals  sustained  . 
Appeals  sustained  with  proviso 
Appeals  dismissed  . 
Appeals  withdrawn 
Appeals  pending 


140 


51 

50 

33 

6 

0 


Board  of  Examiners. 


Established  in  the  Building  Department  is  the  Board 
of  Examiners  consisting  of  three  members,  who  hold 
examinations  under  reasonable  rules  and  regulations, 
of  persons  desiring  to  be  registered  as  qualified  to  have 
charge  and  control  of  the  construction,  alteration,  re- 
moval or  tearing  down  of  buildings  or  structures,  and  as 
established,  said  Board  submits  the  following  report : 

During  the  year  1939  the  Board  held  97  meetings 
at  which  3,619  applications  for  various  classes  of  license 
were  acted  upon.  Four  hearings  were  presented  by  the 
Building  Department  for  action. 

The  method  of  examination  of  new  applicants  con- 
tinued as  in  the  past,  the  Board  making  special  efforts 
to  aid  men  handicapped  by  the  continued  lack  of  new 
work,  yet  enforcing  rigidly  the  prevention-of-accident 
purpose  of  the  law.  Superintendents  in  charge  of 
Federal  projects  made  up  a  large  number  of  this  newer 
group. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  applications  acted  upon : 


Approved. 

Rejected. 

Total. 

420 

2,135 

585 

178 

596 

2,135 

886 

301 

Total 

3,140 

479 

3,619 

Fees  collected  for  the  year  1939  amounted  to  $6,955. 


CITY     OF     BOSTON      PRINTING     DEPARTMENT 


